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For the well-travelled business traveller or tourist, the hotel room 

experience can be dull. Usually the various hotel experiences become hazy 

- each guest room could be in any hotel, anywhere in the world. This is 

because the room configuration and experience is generally the same in 

most hotels. This negative experience is caused by lack of personality, 

banality and monotony. 

For decades hotel rooms have generally included the same standard layout, with the 

enclosed bathroom (with shower over tub) in the corner of the room adjacent to the 

entrance, the wardrobe and mini bar area in the entrance hall, and a room with the 

bed facing a desk area and TV console. A loose armchair with a small coffee table is 

usually at the window facing the bed. Windows are usually sealed with two layers of 

drapes. 

 

Boutique hotels have always tried to break away from this layout to create a 

different experience. However breaking away from the norm has been a challenge, 

with the usual problems associated with plumbing, housekeeping issues, and space 

constraints. 

 

Unconventional Layouts 

The first and obvious solution is to merge the bedroom and bathroom by removing 

the typical solid wall that separates the two areas, which creates a visual link 

between the two rooms and maximises the view. This is now possible with new 

technology and materials such as coloured or frosted glass for the toilet and the 

shower on the corridor wall. The bath and bathroom vanity can be integrated into 

the room space, creating an indistinct division between the bathroom and room 

areas. 

 

The bathroom area can also be integrated into the room, but separated by a sliding 

screen that can be closed for privacy when required. As this creates a blurred 

division between the bathroom and bedroom area, it allows for the possibility of 

designing a more spacious and luxurious bathroom area, even within a small room 

space. 

 

In some layouts, it might be possible to divide the bathroom area and room 

lengthways so there is an opportunity to enjoy natural light and views from the 

shower or bathtub.  

The removal of the typical bathroom separating wall can have a huge impact on the 

hotel room experience in budget or luxury hotels, large or small rooms, businesses 

or resorts. 
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Guest Room Designing A New Look at Hotel Guest Room 

Integrated Room Design 

In the bigger cities rooms are becoming smaller, so effective and interesting use of 

space needs to be considered. Yacht design is an inspirational example of how 

efficient and beautiful spaces can be achieved in limited confines.  

By integrating furniture such as desks, beds, and seating into the interior 

architecture of the room, one can efficiently create a spacious and interesting 

interior by maximising available space, removing clutter, and introducing custom 

(built-in and room specific) furnishing. One then makes good use of small and 

otherwise redundant spaces within the room. 

 

The current trend seems to favour smaller rooms with a focus on luxury elements 

such as beds, entertainment systems, and effective business facilities within the 

room. With more guests working from personal devices, large desks can be 

eliminated and replaced with smaller floating worktops or larger coffee tables, both 

of which can double up as eating areas for guests.  

The hotel room is increasingly being used as an office, so the design of the 

workspace and connectivity are very important factors. 

 

When guests work on their laptops or other devices, I expect most would prefer to 

see a view rather than face the room interior. They may want the option of opening 

a window or stepping out onto a small balcony to enjoy the city views and sounds. 

They may also want an area to do exercise in the room (with increasing on-line 

fitness and yoga regimes available).  

If the room is appealing, guests will spend more time in their rooms relaxing, 

working, and taking advantage of available in-room services such as dining, 

entertainment and massage / spa treatments.  

 

Bathrooms 

The focus of new hotel room design trends is mostly on the bathroom.  

Hotel bathrooms are becoming larger, with smaller rooms that are being furnished 

with select, high quality pieces to create a feeling of spaciousness. Fewer physical 

barriers between the guest room and bath area, or having the bathroom situated on 

the outside wall for access to views and natural light, are simple and effective ways 

to transform a guest room and improve the guest room experience. 

Showers over bathtubs are a thing of the past, as designers look at creating a 

bathroom space with spa elements and body jet and rain showers, and a free-

standing tub within the room, if space allows for this. 
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Design Solutions 

Recently 12 British architects were shortlisted in a competition to design the budget 

hotel room of the future. The competition was organised by BD and 

Bdonline.co.uk, the UK's leading architecture newspaper. The designers were 

invited to develop a scheme that would make a tiny space (14sq m) feel generous 

and luxurious. The shortlisted designers came up with innovative schemes such as a 

floating bed; pre-fabricated guest room 'pods'; removal of all the usual walls that 

separate work, sleep, relaxation and wash spaces; a 2m-wide bed that can be used 

as a lounge area; and movable elements that allow visitors to move floor-to-ceiling 

curtains around and change the space as it suits them. These ideas and schemes 

show that there is scope to move away from the standard room type, even if space 

is restricted. 

 

The well-travelled business traveller or tourist will soon see a radical change in the 

guest room experience as hotel brands and their designers increasingly recognise 

the need to implement refreshingly new room footprints with simple but stylish 

built-in furniture and a spa-like bathroom experience, focusing on views and natural 

light, as well as the latest entertainment and connectivity technology. 

 

 

Author: Deirdre Renniers, Asia Pacific 
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Partner in Hotel  
Management Services  Areas of Expertise 

Hotel Solutions Partnership Ltd. UK is a network of 35+ expert 
managers, supervisors and corporate financial advisors working 
around the world.  
  
The team of Hotel Solutions Partnership brings many years of 
combined experience in the international owned, leased, managed 
and franchise branded hotel sector, and all of us are experienced 
as independent managers.  This enables us to understand the 
client’s requirements quickly and deliver this customized project 
solution. The team is structured into three geographic groups 
addressing client’s needs in the different global regions. Additionally, 
we partner with a limited number of specialist firms to extend our 
reach into certain markets. 
  
As individuals and as a team, we have worked in 114 countries; from 
2003 the Hotel Solutions Partnership delivered assignments in each of 
Bali, Belgium, Ireland, Mongolia, Poland, South Korea, Spain and the 
UK. We are sensitive to cultural differences and diversity and this 
enriches our work.  
  
The headquarters of Hotel Solutions Partnership is located in London. 
The partner offices of HotelPartners are located in additional offices 
in Prague, Bratislava, and Vienna. 

About us HotelsConsult.com Ltd. Prague, the CEE Partner for the effective way 
of developing your business, we come with flexible solutions.  
  
From 2001, the HotelsConsult draws on a collection of 20+ skilled 
disciplines to help you maximize operations in your region.  Our 
partnership clarifies the full assistance in hotel matters what shall 
meet the client’s requirements on the field of planning, 
development, construction, innovation and strategic management 
in the Hospitality, Tourism and Leisure Sector. 
  
We help with all specific requirements within our branch for a short 
term or long period of time. The technical brand experts are 
capable of producing helpful activity aimed at realization of 
construction engineering, cost management, and hotel technology 
services.  
  
The HotelsConsult.com Company shares its business relations on the 
territory of Central-Eastern Europe with headquarters located in 
Prague, Czech Republic; we have additional offices in Bratislava-
Slovak Republic, and  in Vienna-Austria. 

(M.Neumann, ex  HSP Vice President 2011-2014) 
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Asset management 

Benchmarking performance 

Balanced investment strategy  

Basic design supervision 

CAPEX plan, pricing  

Cash-Flow Forecast / 1 property 

Cash-Flow Forecast / hotel portfolio 

Coaching strategy 

Competitive Cluster 

Construction cost engineering  

Control system and pricing policy strategy 

Development strategy 

Due diligence operational and finance 

Environmental site analysis  

E-Promotion and HTML creating  

Equity and debt scenarios for bank  

EU Grants / Structural Funds in Tourism  

Feasibility analysis of construction concept 

Feasibility analysis of the hotel profitability  

Feasibility of investment  

Fee structure analysis for investor 

Floor plan of hotel operational system 

Franchise relationship management  

GOP valuation / 1property 

GOP valuation / hotel portfolio 

GOP valuation for hotel franchisor 

Historical accounting data analysis 

Historical PMS data analysis 

Hospitality business intelligence 

 

 

Hotel contracts negotiation and valuation  

Hotel inspections  

Hotel management depth interviews 

Hotel standards and classification planning  

Hotel start-up  

Innovation management 

Investment consultancy 

Investment credit support / Business Plan 

Investment credit support / ROI 

Hotel Forecast, ROI Valuation 

Investment credit support / Construction 

Budget Appraisal 

Investment credit support / Project 

Concept introduction 

Management contract supervision 

Profitability analysis of Mergers & Acquis.  

Project supervision 

Real estate appraisal  

Risk and sensitivity analysis for investor 

Risk sensitivity analysis processing  

ROI valuation  

Short-term hotel management 

Site and environmental analysis  

Standard operating procedures  

Technical and financial supervising  

Technical, operational Due Diligence 

Tender management services  

Turn-key construction and FF&E pricing 

Turn-key construction pricing 
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Services in A-Z  

   www.hotelsconsult.com    

Táboritská 23/1000, Prague 3 

Czech Republic 

130 00 

E-mail:    info@hotelsconsult.com 

Office:    + 420 603 717 036 

Skype:    ehc.partners 

Areas of Expertise 
Partner in Hotel  
Management Services  

We partner in following areas  
of expertise: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

                  

At HotelsConsult.com, excellence in service providing is our principle goal; 
sharing of experience on best practice comes from the hotel management, 
from the business development of franchise corporations, from the project 
finance, and hotel pre-opening. 
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